NoExit New Music Ensemble from left to right; James Praznik, James Rhodes, Luke Rinderknecht, Eric Gonzalez, Timothy Beyer,
Nicholas Underhill, Sean Gabriel, Nick Diodore and Cara Tweed.

Since it’s inception, the idea behind NoExit has been to serve as an outlet for the commission
and performance of contemporary avant-garde concert music. Now in our eighth season and
with well over sixty commissions to date, NoExit is going strong in our efforts to promote the
music of living composers and to be an impetus for the creation of new works. We have strived
to create exciting, meaningful and thought-provoking programs; always with the philosophy of
bringing the concert hall to the community (not the other way around) and by presenting our
programs in a manner which allows for our audience to really connect with the experience.........
free and open to the public in every sense.
noexit’s 2017-2018 concert season will be chock-full of the virtuosic performances and
captivating programming that you’ve come to expect from the ensemble. We will continue to
participate in the NeoSonicFest and produce our successful series of exchange concerts with
the St.Paul, Minnesota based new music ensemble Zeitgeist, who we will be performing with in
Cleveland this January. No Exit will also be bringing some new friends into the fold, most notably
our upcoming April collaboration with Patchwork (saxophonist Noa Even and drummer Stephen
Klunk). And of course, unveiled before your very eyes, more newly commissioned pieces will see
their world premiere this season than you can shake a stick at.
NoExit is grateful to have such an enthusiastic and engaged audience. We have so many
extraordinary things in store for you, so keep listening!
Thank you for your support.
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Program

...his existence a flux... (2017) “World Premiere”
Michael Rene Torres (b.1982)
In Mourning (2011)
Alexsandr G. Brusentev (b.1987)
Growth (2017) “World Premiere”
Nasim Khorassani (b.1987)
Intermission

Tricolor Capers (1980)
Eric Mandat (b.1957)
I. Portent
II. Sway
III. Bop

Septet (2017) “World Premiere”
Matthew Ivic (b.1985)
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...his existence a flux... - Michael Rene Torres
...his existence a flux... was composed in the summer of 2017
and was commissioned by NoExit New Music Ensemble based
in Cleveland, Ohio. The work is inspired by an excerpt from
stoic philosopher and roman emperor, Marcus Aurelius’ book
“Meditations.” In the passage, Aurelius poetically details the
absurdity, fragility, and swiftness of life and the need for thoughtful
focus on the present. In such turbulent times, it is often hard to
separate the constant negativity of our world and focus on the the
beautiful moments in life. The piece is itself a personal meditation.
– Michael Rene Torres
“Of man’s life, his time is a point, his existence a flux, his sensation clouded, his body’s entire
composition corruptible, his vital spirit an eddy of breath, his fortune hard to predict, his fame
uncertain. Briefly, all the things of the body, a river; all the things of the spirit, dream and delirium;
his life a warfare and a sojourn in a strange land, his after-fame oblivion. What then can be his
escort through life? One thing and one thing only, Philosophy.” – Meditations, Book II by Marcus
Aurelius
Saxophonist, composer, educator, and curator, Michael Rene Torres, currently serves as
Lecturer of Saxophone at The Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio and Instructor of
Saxophone and Composition at Muskingum University in New Concord, Ohio. He is also
the founder and Artistic Director of the Columbus Ohio Discovery Ensemble (CODE); a
contemporary music ensemble that is dedicated to the promotion, performance, and perception
of new music in Central Ohio. Additionally, Michael is an Advisory Board member of the
Johnstone Fund for New Music which advances the performance of new music for the benefit
of the Central Ohio community. Michael has presented recitals, clinics, and masterclasses at
conferences and universities throughout the USA. As an advocate of contemporary music,
Michael has commissioned and premiered several works for the concert saxophone and is an
active chamber musician as a member of the Tower Duo with flutist, Erin Helgeson Torres. Tower
Duo specializes in creating engaging musical experiences and commissioning new concert
works by emerging composers to advance the growing repertoire of the flute and saxophone
duet. Michael’s compositional interests are in chamber music that explores the juxtaposition of
consonance and dissonance and is often inspired by psychology.
A winner of the Ohio Arts Council Individual Excellence Award and the Greater Columbus
Arts Council Composition Fellowship, Torres’ recent performances include premieres by the
McConnell Arts Center Chamber Orchestra, the Columbus Gay Men’s Chorus, the Columbus
Ohio Discovery Ensemble, Tower Duo, and the xYz Quintet. He served as Assistant Dean of
Students at the Brevard Music Center Festival and Institute (2010-2015), Executive Committee
member of the Society of Composers, Inc. as the Editor for the bimonthly national SCI Newsletter
(2012-2016), Instructor of Music at Ohio Dominican University (2014-2015), Assistant Event
Coordinator for The Ohio State University Contemporary Music Festival (2010-2012), and
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as, Northwestern University (MM-saxophone), and Stetson University (BME-education). He has
studied saxophone with James Bishop, Frederick L. Hemke, James Hill, and Joseph Lulloff and
studied composition with Thomas Wells and Kari Juusela. Michael is a Conn-Selmer Endorsing
Artist and performs exclusively on Selmer Paris saxophones.

In Mourning - Aleksandr G. Brusentsev
In Mourning, for solo flute, is an introspective look at one of our
most vulnerable states. Written in close collaboration with the
dedicatee, Britta Swedenborg, the piece explores and embodies
the multiplicity of contradictory voices present in all of us while
asking the question of how to move on.
Aleksandr Brusentsev tells abstract stories with sound. Through
shifting perspectives, his works articulate spaces and paradoxes
that invite listeners to empathetically engage with fundamental
questions and draw personal conclusions. His music has been
performed internationally and lauded by artists and audiences alike. Highlights include premieres
by the London Philharmonic Orchestra, the CHROMA Ensemble, the Royal Academy of Music
Manson Ensemble, and Alexandra Wood and Huw Watkins.
Currently, Brusentsev is working on a flugelhorn concerto for soloist Imogen Hancock, conductor
Toby Thatcher, and Ensemble Eroica. Additionally, he is collaborating with filmmaker Sky
Ainsbury to create a series of videos that will engage with the human side of global affairs and
feature a number of Brusentsev’s solo works.
The flugelhorn concerto is made possible by an award from The Jerome Fund for New
Music. Brusentsev’s other recognitions include ‘high commendation’ in both the Alan Bush
and Eric Coates composition prizes at the Royal Academy of Music, as well as a ‘Distinction’
on his Master’s thesis, a project called ‘Connect . The . Dots,’ which sought to demystify
the composition process by bringing composer, performer, and listener into one space
and one conversation.The second iteration of this project, which follows the creation of the
aforementioned concerto, is currently underway and can be found at https://brusenta.wixsite.
com/ctd2.
Brusentsev is an alumnus of the London Philharmonic Orchestra’s Young Composer program,
an associate on the London Symphony Orchestra Soundhub scheme, and a member of the
American Composers Forum. His primary teachers have been Alex Freeman at Carleton College
(BA) and Huw Watkins at the Royal Academy of Music (MMus).
Brusentsev’s compositions are published exclusively by his company, ‘i do dots music.’ The
complete catalog can be found at brusenta.com/music.
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Growth - Nasim Khorassani
Growth is a musical piece depicting the story of a cell formed
by four single tones, B, C, D, and E flat, which has an internal
intervallic symmetry. As the cell grows, the merged ensemble
gives more place to individual instrument characters. By the time
of writing this piece, I had been inspired by the techniques of
Bartok, Ligeti, Shostakovich, Lutoslawski, and Schnittke. However,
as an Iranian composer, alongside with these inspirations, the
main musical expression is rooted on the phrasing, fluid rhythms,
and texture of Iranian traditional music. Growth was initially
an experimental piece with improvisational structure for a piano trio, written in 2010. When
composing this revised version for the string trio, I found graphical sketching a helpful way to
put my whole musical image in one painting, this allowed me to compose the piece outside the
boundaries of time.
Nasim Khorassani is an Iranian composer and a violinist, is a GA at CSU. She found her
approach through participating in different orchestras and various music workshops like
modern dance schools in Germany (awarded by DAAD). She took part in workshops by Klaus
Lang and Peter Ablinger in Iran, in 2012, performing their pieces, leading her to discover more
about contemporary music. In 2013, she won a residency scholarship sponsored by Iran-UK
Sonics in London, where she learned about the philosophy of contemporary sound from Keith
Rowe, Chris Watson, and Angharad Davies. She has studied composition with Arman Noroozi,
Mohamad Reza Tafazzoli, Kiawasch Sahebnassagh, Sara Abazari, Greig D’Alessio, and Andrew
Rindfleisch.

Tricolor Capers - Eric Mandat
I composed Tricolor Capers While I was completing my Master’s
degree at the Yale School of Music. Moving out of my rural
upbringing in Colorado and from undergraduate school in Texas to
go to Yale was a big cultural change for me. Living in the shadow
of New York City in the era of disco and designer jeans, I was
struck by what seemed to me to me at the time a very intense
and unhealthy focus on materialism, and Tricolor Capers was
my comment on the world around me as I saw it. Portent is an
exposition of the material which is to be used in the second and third movements. Sway was a
parody on the concept of being drunk on the fads of the times. Bop was my way of laughing it off.
I gave the premiere of Tricolor Capers on my Master’s recital at Yale on January 22, 1981.
Eric P. Mandat Clarinetist/Composer Clarinetist and composer Eric Mandat is interna- tionally
recognized for his groundbreaking contributions to contemporary clarinet music. He has
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premiered and performed his works at international festivals in Chicago, Stockholm, Tokyo,
Vancouver, Porto, Los Angeles, and Madrid, and he has appeared as soloist with the Latvian
National Chamber Orchestra, the Chicago Chamber Orchestra, and the Cleveland Chamber
Symphony. Mandat is a member of the Chicago Symphony’s MusicNOW ensemble, and he is
also a member of Tone Road Ramblers, an eclectic sextet specializing in improvisation and
experimental music. As a composer, Mandat focuses on solo and chamber works for clarinet.
His compositions utilize extended techniques within a framework largely influenced by jazz and
traditional music of non-Western cultures. He is a recipient of multiple Illinois Arts Council Artist
Fellowship Awards for composition, and his music is featured in concerts and recordings by
clarinetists throughout the world. A dedicated and in-demand teacher, Mandat has presented
master classes and lectures at more than 100 conservatories and universities around the
world, and he regularly appears as guest artist at clarinet-specific events throughout the United
States. He also co-authors a performance analysis article series for The Clarinet with friend and
colleague Boja Kragulj. Mandat received his education at the University of North Texas, the Yale
School of Music, and the Eastman School of Music. He is Professor of Music and Distinguished
Scholar at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, where he was the recipient of the 1999
SIUC Outstanding Scholar Award. At SIUC, Mandat teaches clarinet and graduate courses in
musical analysis. Eric Mandat is a Buffet Group USA performing artist and clinician.

Rubin
(b.1983)
SeptetCorey
-Matthew
Ivic
Composed for the noexit new music ensemble, Septet is an elevenminute work for seven players. The work explores tone clusters as
both a harmonic system and compositional mode. This particular
application results in an unfolding musical juxtaposition: a compact
music which becomes fragmented and an expansive music which
becomes unified.
Matthew Ivic is an active composer, pianist, and sound designer currently
residing in the Cleveland area. As a concert composer, his music has been
performed
both locally and internationally. Additionally, he has created audio for applications appearing on
Android, iOS, Steam, and Nintendo consoles. Matthew's primary composition teachers include
Dr. Gerald Evans, Dr. Greg D'Alessio, and Dr. Andrew Rindfleisch. His degrees include a Master
of Music and Bachelor of Music from Cleveland State University.
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Personnel

Violinist Cara Tweed’s playing has been described as “dazzling” and “captivating”, finding
“nuance and character in every part of the phrase”. As a musician, she embraces the classical
canon but eagerly explores new music that spans a variety of genres. Cara is a founding member
of the Cleveland based chamber groups noexit and Almeda Trio and has performed in concert
halls throughout the United States and abroad.
After throwing a tantrum in a toy store because her mother would not buy her a Mickey Mouse
violin, Cara began studying the violin at age five at The Cleveland Institute of Music’s Sato
Center for Suzuki Studies. She holds degrees in violin performance from The Cleveland Institute
of Music and Cleveland State University and counts David Updegraff and Paul Kantor among her
most influential teachers.
Cara was the principal second violinist of the Opera Cleveland Orchestra from 2004-2010 and
has been a member of The Canton Symphony, City Music Cleveland, red {an orchestra} and
the Spoleto USA festival orchestra. She has performed as a violin soloist with The Cleveland
Philharmonic, Cleveland State University Orchestra, The Marion Philharmonic and Cleveland’s
Suburban Symphony.
An avid educator, Cara has maintained a private violin studio for over ten years. She has been on
the faculty of Cleveland State University, The Aurora School of Music and The Music Settlement.
Currently, Cara teaches at Laurel School in Shaker Heights, where she directs their Music
Academy. Cara also enjoys conducting and coaching chamber music and has given Master
Classes throughout the United States.
Cara lives in Cleveland Heights with her husband, cellist Nicholas Diodore, and their young sons.
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James Rhodes, violist, is a sought after performer and music educator. He has performed
in concerts throughout the United States and Europe. He has studied with teachers Dr. David
Dalton (BYU), Dr. Minor Wetzel (Los Angeles Philharmonic), and Mark Jackobs (Cleveland
Orchestra, Cleveland Institute of Music). He holds a bachelor’s degree from Cal State Fullerton,
and a master’s degree in viola performance from the Cleveland Institute of Music. While
attending CIM, James received his Suzuki training with Kimberly Meier-Sims. He currently
preforms as a freelance violist and as a member of the Cleveland based BlueWater Chamber
Orchestra, and NoExit, Cleveland’s premier new music ensemble. James is a co-founder of
DadBand, a two-viola two-cello crossover string quartet. As a music educator, James has served
on the faculty of Timberline Middle School in Alpine, Utah where he directed the orchestra
program and he has also been a faculty member of The Cleveland Music School Settlement
where he taught viola/violin, and directed youth orchestras. He currently is the music director
at Hudson Montessori School in Hudson, Ohio where he directs the Conservatory of Music,
teaches Suzuki viola and violin, directs ensembles, coaches chamber music, and teaches
classroom music to students ages 3-14. He is the co-founder of the Western Reserve Chamber
Festival, also located in Hudson, Ohio. James enjoys sports, the outdoors, history, and spending
time with his wife Carrie, and their four children Rebecca, James, David, and Isaac.
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Cellist Nicholas Diodore was born in Marion, Indiana to a musical family and quickly established
a reputation as a very talented cellist. He won several competitions and was the recipient of
many awards before attending high school. He received his early musical instruction from
Geoffrey Lapin of the Indianapolis Symphony.
Mr. Diodore attended high school at Interlochen Arts Academy in Michigan. There, as a
student of Crispin Campbell, he excelled in the study of 20th century compositions as well as in
chamber music. During the time he spent there, Mr. Diodore was a prize winner at the Fischoff
International Chamber Music competition and the Grand Prize winner of the Downbeat Magazine
Chamber Music Competition. He graduated in 1995 with the highest honors in both music and
academics. In 1996 Mr. Diodore attended the Cleveland Institute of Music where he was a
student of Alan Harris. While at CIM he also studied with Merry Peckham of the Cavani Quartet
and with Richard Weiss, assistant principle cellist of the Cleveland Orchestra. He performed in
the master-classes of Paul Katz and Gary Hoffman.
Mr. Diodore participated in several well-known summer music festivals. He was one of the
youngest participants in the Quartet Program at Bucknell University. From 1996 to 1999 he
spent his summers at the Aspen Music Festival where he held third chair in the Aspen Chamber
Orchestra. In 2000 and 2001 he was accepted to participate in the Cayman Islands Music
Festival. Currently Mr. Diodore holds a faculty position at the Aurora School of Music and the
Cleveland Music School Settlement. In addition to maintaining a large private studio his duties
include regular performances of solo and chamber music. He also serves on the board of
directors of the Cleveland Cello Society.
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Pianist/composer Nicholas Underhill holds a Masters Degree in Piano from the New England
Conservatory of Music. His teachers include Konrad Wolff, Katja Andy, Edmund Battersby and
Russell Sherman. Well known in Boston, New York City and Cleveland as a champion of new
music for the piano, he has performed solo recitals in Carnegie Recital Hall, Weill Recital Hall
and Merkin Concert Hall. He was featured in the prestigious Dame Myra Hess Memorial concerts
in Chicago in 1991. His collaborative recitals include programs with his wife, Mary Kay Fink. He
has taught piano at Mount Union College and Hiram College, and has performed on numerous
occasions with the Cleveland Ballet Orchestra, the Cleveland Chamber Symphony and the
Cleveland Chamber Collective.
As a composer, Underhill’s music has been performed by the Cleveland Orchestra, the Ohio
Music Teachers Association, The Fortnightly Musical Club, The Cleveland Flute Society, The
Gramercy Trio, Cleveland Orchestra players Mary Kay Fink, Takako Masame, Lisa Boyko,
Richard King, and pianist Randall Hodgkinson.
More information on Nicholas Underhill can be found at nicholasunderhill.com
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Flutist, Sean Gabriel earned performance degrees from the Baldwin Wallace Conservatory
of Music and the Indiana University School of Music, his principal teachers being William
Hebert and James Pellerite. Sean began his performing career in the 1980s with the Ohio
Chamber Orchestra and Cleveland Ballet Orchestra. Currently, Mr. Gabriel is the principal flutist
of the Blue Water Chamber Orchestra and the Cleveland Chamber Symphony, Cleveland’s
award-winning new music ensemble. With this group he has taken part in dozens of world
premiere performances and recordings including a Grammy Award-winning recording of Olivier
Messiaen’s Oiseaux Exotiques featuring pianist, Angelin Chang. Mr. Gabriel has been a member
of the Erie Philharmonic Orchestra of Pennsylvania for two decades and was the principal flutist
of the Opera Cleveland Orchestra from 2002 to 2010. He has also been a member of the Akron
Symphony and performs regularly with the Bach Festival Chamber Orchestra of Baldwin Wallace
University.
Sean Gabriel serves on the music faculties of Baldwin Wallace University and the Cleveland
State University, where he is a frequent recitalist in both solo and chamber music programs.
He enjoys bringing rarely heard repertoire to the concert stage and has been an eager
supporter of local composers in premiering new works. Sean is proud to be a member of the
noexit ensemble, to further the promotion of new music in the Cleveland area and beyond.
Sean’s strong interest in music history has led to his appointment on the advisory board of the
Riemenschneider Bach Institute at Baldwin Wallage University where he has presented a series
of recitals featuring the complete flute sonatas of J.S.Bach. Mr. Gabriel has also given lectures
on music history at Cleveland-area high schools.
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Gunnar Owen Hirthe, is a Wisconsin native and currently a doctoral candidate studying new
music for clarinet at Bowling Green State University’s Doctoral Program in Contemporary Music
under the mentorship of Mr. Kevin W. Schempf. This distinguished program is focused on the
artistic specialization of music from the 20th and 21st centuries from traditional to experimental
and avant-garde to electronic. He is currently working on his dissertation titled Identity in the
Clarinet Music of Michael Finnissy and Evan Ziporyn. This research aims to bring further
understanding to the world of music inspired by cultures other than what we experience in
the Western art music tradition and what these intersections mean to these composers, the
performer and their audiences.
Gunnar has had the privilege to perform with professional chamber, wind, orchestral and faculty
ensembles in Wisconsin, Kentucky, Ohio, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Indiana and Vermont;
with Arlo Guthrie at Carnegie Hall in New York; and for contemporary classical composers
such as Christian Wolffe, David Maslanka, David Lang, Steven Stucky, Sean Shepherd, Nils
Vigelund, Michael Quell, Kieran McMillan, Amy Williams, Roger Zahab, Mikel Kuehn and John
McCowen. He was a soloist with the Green Bay Youth Symphony, The Ohio State University
Symphony Orchestra in Columbus, OH, the Suburban Symphony Orchestra in Cleveland, OH,
the Pittsburgh New Music Ensemble, and in 2016 joined as solo clarinetist with the No Exit New
Music Ensemble in Cleveland, OH.
Gunnar currently holds the position of Adjunct Faculty – Instructor of Clarinet at College of
Wooster’s Department of Music, teaching undergraduate music and non-music majors. He
served as Clarinet Faculty at the Flint Institute of Music teaching individuals and groups, from
beginners to retirees and music students from elementary to high school. During his time at
the Cleveland Institute of Music, he performed and taught individual and group lessons via
high-definition internet connection to various venues throughout the United States as part of
their nationally recognized Distance Learning Program. While at The Ohio State and Bowling
Green State Universities, Gunnar was a teaching assistant for the clarinet studios, teaching
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teaching applied clarinet to music majors and non-majors of all levels, coaching woodwind
chamber music ensembles and assisting various faculty in classroom teaching of Exploring
Music: A Social Experience.
Gunnar has earned Bachelor’s Degrees in Music Education and Performance from the University
of Kentucky with Dr. Scott J. Wright; a Master’s Degree in Music Performance from The Ohio
State University with Mr. James M. Pyne; and has a Professional Studies Diploma from the
Cleveland Institute of Music where he studied with world-renowned clarinetist and former
Principal Clarinet of the Cleveland Orchestra, Mr. Franklin Cohen.
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Percussionist Luke Rinderknecht has performed as percussion soloist with The Cleveland
Orchestra (Paul Creston’s Concerto for Marimba), CityMusic Cleveland (Avner Dorman’s Uzu and
Muzu from Kakaruzu), and the Cleveland Youth Wind Symphony (James Basta’s Concerto for
Marimba). Equally at home in chamber music and orchestral settings, he has premiered dozens
of new works with the New Juilliard Ensemble, Metropolis Ensemble, and in recital. He was
recently appointed principal percussion of CityMusic and is excited to join noexit, Cleveland’s new
music ensemble. Last season he appeared with Alarm Will Sound, Ensemble ACJW, Metropolis
Ensemble, Glank, the Cleveland Orchestra, the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, and the West
Virginia Symphony. In previous seasons he has also appeared with the Metropolitan Opera, Qatar
Philharmonic, Dirty Projectors, Festival Chamber Music, St. Luke’s Chamber Orchestra, Virginia
Symphony, and in the pit of Broadway’s Legally Blonde.
He can be heard with The Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra on their double Grammy award-winning
recording of John Corigliano’s Mr. Tambourine Man, as well as with The Knights on three albums
from Sony Classical. He completed Bachelor and Master of Music degrees at Juilliard, where he
studied with Daniel Druckman, Gordon Gottlieb, and Greg Zuber, and received the Peter Mennin
Prize for outstanding achievement and leadership in music. In the summers he is a faculty artist
at the Bowdoin International Music Festival in Brunswick, Maine, and has also performed at the
Marlboro, Castleton, Verbier, Barbican Blaze, BBC Proms, and Seoul Drum festivals. Luke grew
up in Shaker Heights and is delighted to call the Lomond neighborhood home once again.
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Artistic director/composer and Cleveland native, Timothy Beyer has been active as both a
composer and performer in an eclectic range of musical mediums. He has composed for a
variety of concert music genres, has scored for film, dance, and has produced many works in the
electronic music idiom, which have garnered him acclaim. As a performer, he was the
founding member and trombonist of Cleveland’s innovative Jamaican jazz band Pressure Drop.
He received his Masters of Music degree in music composition from Cleveland State University.
Mr. Beyer’s music has been performed throughout the U.S. and Europe by artists such
as clarinetist Pat O’Keefe, flutists Carlton Vickers and Sean Gabriel, cellists David Russell and
Craig Hultgren, pianist Jenny Lin and contemporary music ensembles Zeitgeist, the Verge
Ensemble, the Cleveland Chamber Collective and the Cleveland Chamber Symphony. His
works have also been featured at the Aki Festival and the Utah Arts Festival in addition to many
radio broadcasts throughout the country. He is currently working on several recording projects
including a vocal/electronic collaboration with composer Andrew Rindfleisch, and a CD project
featuring his “Amputate” series of electroacoustic works.
The Washington Post has declared Timothy Beyerʼs music to be “as much poetry as it was
music”. – Stephen Brookes [ The Washington Post, Apr. 2011]
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Associate director/composer James Praznik is a composer, conductor, and pianist whose work
has garnered acclaim among his peers as well as audiences. As a composer of highly expressive
music, James has composed music for concerts, stage productions and commercial videogames.
He has participated in the Interlochen Composer’s Institute and the Cleveland State Composer’s
Recording Institute, and received honors such as the University of Akron Outstanding Composer
Award on two occasions the University of Akron Outstanding Pianist Award, and the Bain Murray
Award for Music.
James has been a guest composer, arranger, pianist and conductor for the “Monsterpianos!”
concerts in Akron, Ohio, and through the Cleveland Contemporary Players workshops he
received recordings of his pieces made by some of today’s leading virtuosi. He has been
commissioned by the new music ensemble “noexit”, and NASA in conjunction with the Cleveland
Ingenuity Festival. His music has been performed at E.J. Thomas Hall, Cleveland State
University, The University of Akron, The Cleveland Museum of Contemporary Art, The Cleveland
Ingenuity Festival, Brandeis University and Wellesley College. As a pianist and a proponent of
other composers’ music, James has performed on The Ohio State University new music concerts,
the Kentucky New Music Festival electro‐acoustic concerts, and as a member of the Akron New
Music Ensemble. He is an associate director of “noexit”, a Cleveland based new music ensemble,
and is an original member of “Duo Approximate”, a group that performs live soundtracks to silent
films. Recently James created sound effects for the film “Shockwaves” by media artist Kasumi.
He holds a bachelor’s degree in composition and theory from the University of Akron where he
studied compostion with Daniel McCarthy and Nikola Resanovic (as well as piano under Philip
Thomson) , and has recently received a master’s degree in composition at Cleveland State
University where he studied with Andrew Rindfleisch and Greg D’Alessio. Currently James is
aPhD canidate at Brandeis University where he studies with Eric Chasalow, David Rakowski and
Yu-Hui Chang.

16

Assistant to the artistic director/composer Eric M. C. Gonzalez is a composer of solo works,
chamber pieces, electroacoustic, electronic music and works for film and theater. Eric is the
director and cellist of the string ensemble Forest City Chambers. Eric studied composition with
Andrew Rindfleisch and Greg D’Alessio, cello performance with David Allen Harrell of The
Cleveland Orchestra, and film music with Michael Baumgartner at Cleveland State University.
Ensembles Eric has composed for include Cleveland State University Chamber Orchestra, the
Cleveland State University Experimental Ensemble, the JACK Quartet, The Genkin Philharmonic.
In 2011 and 2012, the works Elliptical and A Priori Music No. 3 were recorded by engineer David
Yost at the Cleveland Composers’ Recording Institute at Cleveland State University.
In 2014, Eric performed, arranged and composed music for the avant-garde mixed-genre
musical Tingle Tangle, which consists of works for cello, electronics, guitar, vocals and
percussion. Eric has composed music for plays with the Cleveland Theater company Theater
Ninjas, and Cleveland Public Theatre.
Eric won the noexit new music ensemble Commission Competition in 2011 and 2013, for which
he composed PILLS for solo piano, and Late Spring for piano quartet. In 2013, Eric was the
recipient of the Bain Murray Award for Composition.
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Art director Edwin Wade is a modernist printmaker and painter. Edwin designs all the print and
web materials and is responsible for the visual aesthetic of noexit. An avid Mid-Century Modern
collector Mr. Wade lives with his wife Mary, son Jackson and their dog Pablo in Cleveland Heights
Edwin’s work has been featured on HGTV’s Design Star and NBC’s Extreme Home Builders.
His work can be found on Etsy, Minted and Just Modern Home Decor in Palm Springs, CA
https://www.etsy.com/shop/EdwinWade
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Act one begins

Beck Center for the Arts

... WITH INVESTMENT BY CUYAHOGA ARTS & CULTURE
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture (CAC) uses public dollars
approved by you to bring arts and culture to every
corner of our County. From grade schools to senior
centers to large public events and investments to
small neighborhood art projects and educational
outreach, we are leveraging your investment for
everyone to experience.

Your Investment:
Strengthening Community
Visit cacgrants.org/impact to learn more.
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The best way to let us know that you like what we’re doing
is with your generous support.
noexit is a 501(c)(3) organization so any donation that you make is tax
deductible.
Please visit our newly designed website to donate and stay informed

noexitnewmusic.com
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noexitnewmusic

noexit would like to thank
Our fans and supporters
Heights Arts
Rachel Bernstein
Andrew Rindfleisch
David Yost
Cleveland State University
Christina Vassallo
Marilyn Ladd-Simmons
SPACES
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture, The Amphion Foundation and The Bascom Little Fund for their
generous support which helped make this concert series possible.
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