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NoExit New Music Ensemble from left to right; James Rhodes, Nicholas Underhill, Sean Gabriel, James Praznik, Nick Diodore, 
Edwin Wade, Cara Tweed, Timothy Beyer, Gunnar Owen Hirthe and Luke Rinderknecht.  

Since its inception, the idea behind noexit has been to serve as an outlet for the commission 
and performance of contemporary avant-garde concert music. Now in our 13th season and with 
hundreds of commissions to date, noexit is going strong in our efforts to promote the music of 
living composers and to be an impetus for the creation of new works. We have strived to create 
exciting, meaningful and thought-provoking programs; always with the philosophy of bringing the 
concert hall to the community (not the other way around) and by presenting our programs in a 
manner which allows for our audience to really connect with the experience......... free and open 
to the public in every sense. 

noexit is grateful to have such an enthusiastic and engaged audience. We have so many 
extraordinary things in store for you, so keep listening! 

Thank you for your continued support. 
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Program
  
 

String Quartet No.8 - Night Descending (1995-97) 
Per Nørgård (b.1932)

    

Alta (1981)
 Stephen Dembski (b.1949-d.2021) 

Shuai Wang - piano

Primary Call (201 -2020)
Nasim Khorassani (b.1987)

Zeitgeist
   

Intermission

I.   Prologue - Eulogy
II.  Man - Animal
III. Voyage
IV. Night Descending
V.  Epilogue - Elegy
noexit w/ Mari Sato

jpraznik

jpraznik
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Corey Rubin (b.1983)Night Descending - Per Nørgård 

This piece is based on 5 sections from my chamber opera Nuit des 
homme where a string quartet is the leading instrumental ensemble. 
Even though the subject is The Great War (1st World War), the plot 
is on a psychological level and follows the development of a couple 
��LQ�SRHPV�RI�*XLOODXPH�$SROOLQDLUH��7KH�FRXSOH·V�ZDU�HQWKXVLDVP�
in the beginning is replaced by horror and in the end dehumanizing. 
7KH�ÀYH�PRYHPHQWV�RI�WKH�TXDUWHW�H[SUHVV�SKDVHV�LQ�WKLV�SURFHVV��
from the Eulogy of the prologue, praise of the The Sun of Gold 
above the human animal - a rhythmic, tense, and stillmore and more militaristic movement - to 
The Journey, whose enlargement of conscience due to the exhausting tempo of the new era 
is suddenly stopped in the fourth movement carrying the title of the piece and expressing the 
calm before storm, not as a blessing of peace, but as a latent anxiety. In the epilogue of the 
ÀIWK�PRYHPHQW�WKH�WKHPH�RI�WKH�SURORJXH�UHDSSHDUV��EXW�LW�LV�FKDQJHG�IURP�K\PQ�WR�HOHJ\��7KH�
quartet is dedicated to the Zapolsky Quartet, who took part in the world premiere of the opera in 
September 1996. 

- 

“The Traveller” 

Considering Per Nørgård the most prominent Danish composer after Carl Nielsen is hardly a 
matter of hype. The principal witness to this is his overwhelming musical oeuvre, a music of such 
originality and profundity of thought that it is unparalleled in new Nordic music.

With his work distributed evenly throughout a wealth of musical genres, from symphonies, operas 
DQG�FKDPEHU�PXVLF�WR�ÀOP�DQG�WKHDWUH�PXVLF��3HU�1¡UJnUG·V�SURGXFWLRQ�LV�D�KLJKO\�SHUVRQDO�WUDYHO�
document based on his endless incursions and excursions through the sonic labyrinths of this 
ZRUOG��$�ZRUOG�ZKLFK�WR�1¡UJnUG�LV�QRW�MXVW�D�FRQIXVLQJ�FRQJORPHUDWLRQ�RI�HYHQWV��RI�FKDRV�DQG�
irradicable suffering, but also an enchanted place, full of things to discover if you keep your mind 
DQG�\RXU�VHQVHV�ZLGH�RSHQ��WKH�XQHQGLQJ�YDULHW\�LQ�QDWXUH��WKH�HQGOHVV�FRQQHFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�
WKLQJV��DQG�QRW�OHDVW�WKH�LQÀQLWHO\�FRPSOH[�XQLYHUVH�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�DQ\�VRXQG��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�
modest.

He is, in more than one sense, the traveller in Danish music and his travels have taken him far, 
VR�IDU��LQ�IDFW��WKDW�KH�PD\�DSSHDU�WR�KDYH�WUDYHOOHG�SXUHO\�DW�UDQGRP��7KH�KRPHO\�\RXQJ�1¡UJnUG�
ZKR�WRRN�VKHOWHU�IURP�PRGHUQ�FKDRV�LQ�ZKDW�KH�WHUPHG�¶WKH�XQLYHUVH�RI�WKH�1RUGLF�PLQG·�PD\�
EH�GLIÀFXOW�WR�UHFRJQL]H�LQ�WKH�NDOHLGRVFRSLF�DQG�DPELJXRXV�1¡UJnUG�RI�WKH�VL[WLHV��2U�DJDLQ�LQ�
the beauty-searching metaphysician of the seventies or in the expressionistic researcher of the 
eighties. But by choosing the right focus you will not fail to see that the whole is saturated by the 
same interests; all the travels have in fact been one and the same journey.

��3HU�1¡UJnUG

© Karl Aage Rasmussen



Corey Rubin (b.1983)Alta - Stephen Dembski

6WHSKHQ�'HPEVNL·V������VROR�SLDQR�SLHFH�$OWD�LV�WKH�FRPSRVHU·V�
second work in his broad stylistic exploration of mono-rhythmic 
music. Two other works, his 1978 computer music piece Digit 
DQG�KLV������SLHFH�$OWDPLUD�IRU�VROR�FHOHVWH��FRPSOHWH�'HPEVNL·V�
continuum of monorhythmic output and paint a fascinating picture 
of his fascination with blurring the lines between digital music and 
expressive human performance.

Consider the musical images conjured up when thinking of a digital synthesizer. Usually those 
sounds are composed of an immutable rhythmic stability combined with subtly varied patterns of 
pitches. This is the literal material of Digit and the conceptual generative force behind Alta. Not 
only was Stephen Dembski an early proponent of computer music, he made combining organic 
human interaction with digital sound a lifelong compositional goal. These pursuits even drove him 
WR�GHVLJQ�FXVWRP�VRIWZDUH�DQG�FRPSXWHU�PXVLF�SURWRFROV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DFKLHYH�KLV�VSHFLÀF�YLVLRQ�

Among these three works, Alta is both the longest and the most musically dramatic. The 
SLHFH·V�PXVLFDO�ODQJXDJH��GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�RXWSXW�RI�WKH�FRPSXWHU�SURJUDP�´0XVLF��%µ�UXQ�RQ�
a then state-of-the-art IBM 360-91 mainframe, is sculpted into a robust dramatic statement by 
incorporating a human interpreter and an instrument capable of extreme dynamic and expressive 
VKLIWV��1RWLFH�KRZ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZRUN�WKH�FRQVWDQW�VWHDG\�SXOVH�ÀQGV�ZD\V�WR�PDNH�WKH�PXVLF�
breathe without extreme contrasts. Likewise, note how the composer employs a masterful 
hand in creating dramatic gestures simply by expanding or contracting the range of the pitch 
PDWHULDO��$QG�ÀQDOO\�QRWLFH�KRZ�WKHVH�JHVWXUHV�DOORZ�WKH�SHUIRUPHU�WR�LQWHUSUHW�ZLWKLQ�DQ�HPRWLYH�
framework as robust as any of the great romantic composers.   

$V�$OWD�LV�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�RXWSXW�RI�D�FRPSXWHU��'HPEVNL·V�IROORZ�XS������ZRUN�$OWDPLUD��WKH�
ÀQDO�SLHFH�LQ�WKLV�VHTXHQFH��LV�WKH�RSHQLQJ�PDWHULDO�IURP�$OWD�VHW�IRU�D�FHOHVWH��7KLV�DUUDQJHPHQW�
for celeste calls to mind the mono-rhythmic practice of Swiss music box songs and serves to 
FRPSOHWH�DQ�DQDFKURQLVWLF�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�VDPH�PDWHULDO�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�WKUHH�SLHFHV��IURP�WKH�
GLJLWDO�UHDOP��WR�D�UKDSVRGLF�KXPDQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�DQG�ÀQDOO\�EDFN�WR�D�PHFKDQLFDO�WUDGLWLRQ�

                                                                                                                                 - James Praznik

Stephen Dembski studied piano from an early age, and was reading music long before he could 
read words. Warned against the clarinet on account of the braces on his teeth, and against the 
WURPERQH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�KLV�DUPV��KH�WRRN�XS�WKH�ÁXWH�LQ�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRRO��/DWHU��KH�
OHDUQHG�PXVLFDO�LOOLWHUDF\��LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�DQG�DIWHU��ERWK�LQ�$PHULFD�DQG�LQ�(QJODQG��KH�SHUIRUPHG�
folk and traditional musics on the guitar, banjo, harmonica, and washtub bass, and played a lot of 
URFN�DQG�UROO��DOO�´E\�HDU�µ�:KLOH�VWLOO�HQUROOHG�LQ�FROOHJH��KH�SOD\HG�ÁXWH�SURIHVVLRQDOO\�LQ�(XURSH�
for a time, worked in a small band called Kiss that played mostly prisons in Ohio, and in a big 

4



5

band led by Cecil Taylor. By his early twenties, he was composing music back in the old Euro-
American tradition, and eventually earned degrees in it from Antioch, SUNY-Stony Brook, and 
Princeton. His music -- which includes instrumental, vocal, and electro-acoustic works as well as 
pieces for improvising musicians and for interactive installations of sound and light -- has been 
broadly recognized by awards and performances in both the United States and in Europe. 

At home, his honors include three commission-fellowships from the National Endowment for the 
Arts, a fellowship from the George A. and Eliza Gardner Howard Foundation, and the Goddard 
Lieberson Award of the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters; his Euro-American 
concert music has represented the United States at international festivals in France, Germany, 
'HQPDUN��3RODQG��DQG�(QJODQG��,Q�������KLV�RUFKHVWUDO�VHWWLQJ�RI�:DOODFH�6WHYHQV·�ODVW�SRHP�ZDV�
recognized by the Premio Musicale Citta di Trieste (Italy) and recorded for compact disc by the 
3ROLVK�5DGLR�DQG�79�6\PSKRQ\�2UFKHVWUD��2WKHU�&'·V�LQFOXGH�RQH�RQ�&5,�DQG�DQRWKHU�RQ�0XVLF�
& Arts, both devoted solely to his music, a recording of his On Ondine released in 2001 in Italy, 
DQG�D�IRUWKFRPLQJ�UHFRUGLQJ�RI�*UHJRU\�)XONHUVRQ·V�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�KLV�YLROLQ�VRQDWD��'HPEVNL·V�
music has been commissioned, performed, and recorded by such organizations as the American 
&RPSRVHUV·�2UFKHVWUD��WKH�6LOHVLDQ�3KLOKDUPRQLF�RI�3RODQG��7KH�3ULVP�2UFKHVWUD��WKH���WK�
Century Consort, the New York New Music Ensemble, and the Pro Arte Quartet, as well as by 
soprano Phyllis Bryn-Julson, pianists Alan Feinberg and Ursula Oppens, violinist Rolf Shulte, and 
cellist Fred Sherry. Bernard Holland, writing in The New York Times, described his work in terms 
RI�´WKH�VHQVXRXV��HFVWDWLF�TXDOLW\�RI�ODWH�5RPDQWLFLVP�µ�

$V�D�ÁXWLVW��'HPEVNL�ZDV�IHDWXUHG�RQ�WKH�)UHQFK�UDGLR��DQG�SOD\HG�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�(XURSHDQ�
HQVHPEOHV�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�3DULV�EDVHG�O·2UFKHVWUH�GHV�*UDQGV�&RQFHUWV�GH�OD�6RUERQQH�OHG�E\�
former Schoenberg pupil Max Deutsch. Now as both composer and improvising conductor, he 
LV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�PXVLFLDQV�ZKR�FRPH�RXW�RI�MD]]��DQG�DSSHDUV�RQ�ÀYH�
&'·V�ZLWK�WKH�6FRWW�)LHOGV�(QVHPEOH��,Q�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�KLV�ZRUN�LQ�FRPSRVLWLRQDO�WKHRU\��KH�
KDV�GHVLJQHG�D�VRIWZDUH�SDFNDJH�FDOOHG�&LUFOHV�IRU�FRPSRVHUV·�PDQLSXODWLRQ�RI�D�JHQHUDOL]HG 
framework of scalar and harmonic materials. He has also designed a software-hardware system 
called VIDI which transforms 3-D video information into MIDI information according to composer-
GHÀQHG�FULWHULD��WR�HQDEOH�D�QRQ�LQWUXVLYH�LQWHUDFWLYH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI�VRXUFHV�RI�VRXQG�DQG�OLJKW��
$PRQJ�RWKHU�SURMHFWV��KH·V�FXUUHQWO\�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�D�SLHFH��IRU�SHUFXVVLRQLVW�'DQLHO�'UXFNPDQ��
WR�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�WZHQW\�ÀIWK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�1HZ�<RUN�1HZ�0XVLF�(QVHPEOH��D�&'�OHQJWK�
FRPSRVLWLRQ�IRU�ÀYH�LPSURYLVLQJ�PXVLFLDQV�RI�WKH�6FRWW�)LHOGV�(QVHPEOH��DQG�DQ�RSHUDWLF�VHWWLQJ�
of a libretto, Crow Soup, written for him by the renowned surrealist artist and novelist Leonora 
Carrington with her son, Gabriel. 
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:KHQ�,�UHDG�6RKUDE·V�SRHPV��,�KHDU�PXVLF��KLV�ZRUGV�WXUQLQJ�LQWR�
colorful images of phonemes, motions, and breaths. This piece is 
an instrumental recitation of a part of the poem, Primary Call. The 
following is the text translated into English by Bahiyeh Afnan-Shahid 
LQ������

´>7KH@�PRUQLQJ�ZLOO�EUHDN��$QG�WR�WKLV�ERZO�RI�ZDWHU��WKH�VN\�ZLOO�
emigrate. I must leave tonight. I, who from the most open of 
windows to the people of this quarter, spoke but heard nothing 
DERXW�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�7LPH��1R�H\HV�ZHUH�À[HG�RQ�WKH�HDUWK�ZLWK�SDVVLRQ��1R�RQH�>ZDV@�HQFKDQWHG�
DW�WKH�VLJKW�RI�D�JDUGHQ��1R�RQH�WRRN�D�PDJSLH�>RQ@�VRPH�IDUP��VHULRXVO\��>6R@�D�JORRP�WKH�VL]H�
RI�D�FORXG�VHL]HV�PH��ZKHQ�IURP�WKH�ZLQGRZ�,�VHH�+RXUL��WKH�QHLJKERU·V�\RXQJ�GDXJKWHU�UHDGLQJ�
MXULVSUXGHQFH��XQGHU�WKH�UDUHVW�HOP�WUHH�RQ�HDUWKµ���

Primary Call, by Sohrab Sepehri (1928-1980)

Nasim Khorassani (b.1987), is an Iranian composer, currently studying her PhD in Music 
&RPSRVLWLRQ�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�6DQ�'LHJR��6KH�VWXGLHG�KHU�VHFRQG�PDVWHU·V�ZLWK�'U�
$QGUHZ�5LQGÁHLVFK�DQG�'U�*UHJ�'·$OHVVLR�DW�&OHYHODQG�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��,Q�,UDQ��VKH�VWXGLHG�
composition with Mr Mohammad Reza Tafazzoli and Mr Arman Noroozi, as well as Mr Siawasch 
Sahebnassagh and Dr Sara Abazari.

Corey Rubin (b.1983)Primary Call - Nasim Khorassani
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Violinist Mari Sato has enjoyed a rich and varied career as a chamber musician based in 
Cleveland. For twenty-four years, she was the second violinist of the award-winning Cavani String 
Quartet. During her tenure with the Cavani Quartet, Mari gave concerts on major series, including 
&DUQHJLH�+DOO��&RUFRUDQ�*DOOHU\�RI�$UW��DQG�)HVWLYDO�GH�/·(SDX�LQ�)UDQFH�

Formerly on faculty at the Cleveland Institute of Music 1995-2018, Mari Sato and her colleagues 
coached many outstanding young musicians including members of the Jupiter, Daedalus, Aeolus, 
0LUy��)U\�6WUHHW�DQG�$ÀDUD�4XDUWHWV��DV�ZHOO�DV�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�&OHYHODQG��6W��3DXO��0LQQHVRWD��
Chicago, Detroit, and New York Philharmonic Orchestras.

Since 2018, Ms. Sato has worked with students at the Oberlin Conservatory and the MYCO 
chamber music program in North Carolina. She continues to play chamber music with her 
colleagues in CityMusic Cleveland, No Exit New Music Ensemble, Heights Arts, and the 
Bluestreak Ensemble.

Corey Rubin (b.1983)Special Guest -  Mari Sato
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Corey Rubin (b.1983)Special Guest -  Shuai Wang

Born in Tianjin, China, Shuai Wang was welcomed with a full scholarship to the United States 
DW�DJH����WR�VWXG\�SLDQR�DW�WKH�,QWHUORFKHQ�$UWV�$FDGHP\�LQ�0LFKLJDQ��+HU�VWXGLHV�FRQWLQXHG�
ZLWK�WUDLQLQJ�DW�WKH�&OHYHODQG�,QVWLWXWH�RI�0XVLF�ZKHUH�VKH�VXEVHTXHQWO\�HDUQHG�GXHO�PDVWHU·V�
degrees in piano performance and collaborative piano, as well as an artistic diploma in 
collaborative piano and a DMA in piano performance. Her teachers and mentors have included 
Paul Schenly, Daniel Shapiro, Joela Jones, Anita Pontremoli, Victoria Mushkatkol, and Yoshi 
Nagai.

Dr. Wang is recognized as an accomplished soloist, recitalist and chamber musician. She has 
appeared as soloist with the Cleveland Philharmonic Orchestra, Canton Symphony Orchestra, 
Heights Chamber Symphony, Suburban Symphony Orchestra, Cleveland Institute of Music 
Orchestra, Cleveland State University Orchestra, and the Tianjin Symphony Orchestra.

Dr. Wang has performed extensively in major venues such as Lincoln Center, Merkin Hall, and 
Symphony Space in New York, the Kennedy Center and Phillips Collection in Washington D.C., 
the Dame Myra Hess Concert Series in Chicago, and the Gardner Museum in Boston. She 
tours regularly throughout China (Beijing, Harbin, Nanjing, Xiaman, Tianjin, Shanghai, Chengdu, 
Chongqing, and Hangzhou) and Europe (Budapest, Stuttgart, and Freiberg), and has been 
regularly featured in radio broadcasts throughout the country. She has served as a guest artist 
at the Idyllwild Arts Academy, Interlochen Arts Academy, New England Summer Camp, Butler 
University, Nanjing Normal University, Sichuan Conservatory of Music, Zhejiang Conservatory of 
Music, Shanghai University and Tianjin Conservatory of Music.

Dr. Wang has also garnered recognition as a passionate chamber musician. As such, she has 
shared the stage with prominent artists including Caroline Goulding (Opus3 artist), Nitzan Haron 
(principal trombonist of the Philadelphia Orchestra), Nathan Olson (concertmaster of Dallas 
6\PSKRQ\���$QQLH�)XOODUG��ÀUVW�YLROLQLVW�RI�&DYDQL�4XDUWHW���-RHOD�-RQHV��SULQFLSDO�NH\ERDUGLVW�RI�
the Cleveland Orchestra) and Michelle Abraham (associate concertmaster of Tucson Symphony). 
As an orchestral pianist, she has performed with the Cleveland Orchestra (Ton Koopman), the 
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Buffalo Philharmonic (JoAnn Falletta), the Columbus Symphony (Robert Moody), and the Canton 
Symphony (Gerhardt Zimmermann).

Dr. Wang is also a well-known advocate for contemporary music. In that capacity, she has 
collaborated with many well-known composers, including David Lang, Yehudi Wyner, Andrew 
5LQGÁHLVFK��5REHUW�3DWHUVRQ��&ODXGH�%DNHU��0DUJDUHW�%URXZHU��9LFWRULD�%RQG��.HLWK�)LWFK��DQG�
*UHJ�'·$OHVVLR��6KH�LV�DOVR�WKH�IRXQGHU�DQG�DUWLVWLF�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�$UV�)XWXUD�(QVHPEOH��D�PL[HG�
chamber ensemble of six players.

Dr. Wang has been the recipient of the Rubinstein Memorial Award and the Milton Salkin Piano 
Award. She is currently a faculty member at Cleveland Institute of Music, Interlochen Arts Camp, 
and InterHarmony International Music Festival.

´$VWXWH�PXVLFDO�VHQVLELOLWLHVµ�²�:DVKLQJWRQ�7LPHV

´([WUDRUGLQDU\�ÀQHVVHµ��+XIÀQJWRQ�3RVW

www.pianoshuai.com
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Corey Rubin (b.1983)Special Guest - Zeitgeist

/DXGHG� IRU� SURYLGLQJ� ´D� RQFH�LQ�D�OLIHWLPH� H[SHULHQFH� IRU� DGYHQWXURXV� FRQFHUWJRHUV�µ�Zeitgeist 
is a new music chamber ensemble comprised of two percussion, piano and woodwinds. One of 
the longest established new music groups in the country, Zeitgeist commissions and presents a 
wide variety of new music for audiences in the Twin Cities and on tour. Always eager to explore 
new artistic frontiers, Zeitgeist collaborates with poets, choreographers, directors, visual artists 
and sound artists of all types to create imaginative new work that challenges the boundaries of 
WUDGLWLRQDO� FKDPEHU�PXVLF�� 7KH�PHPEHUV� RI� =HLWJHLVW� DUH�� +HDWKHU� %DUULQJHU�� SHUFXVVLRQ�� 3DWWL�

&XGG��SHUFXVVLRQ��3DW�2·.HHIH��ZRRGZLQGV��1LFROD�0HOYLOOH��SLDQR�



Zeitgeist Personnel

Percussionist Heather Barringer joined Zeitgeist in 1990. She 
graduated from the University of Wisconsin, River Falls with 
D�EDFKHORU·V�LQ�0XVLF�(GXFDWLRQ�LQ������DQG�VWXGLHG�DW�WKH�
University of Cincinnati-College Conservatory, studying with 
Allen Otte from 1988-90.  In addition to performing and recording 
ZLWK�=HLWJHLVW��VKH�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�0DU\�(OOHQ�&KLOG·V�HQVHPEOH��
Crash, and has worked with many Twin Cities organizations, 
including Nautilus Music Theater Ensemble, The Dale Warland 
Singers, Theatre de la Jeune Lune and Ten Thousand Things 
Theater.

Woodwind player 3DW�2·.HHIH is a graduate of Indiana 
University, the New England Conservatory and the University of 
California, San Diego. In San Diego, he performed regularly with 
the new music ensemble SONOR as well as with the San Diego 
Symphony, and he has performed and recorded with many noted 
new music groups around the country, including the California 
EAR Unit, the Cleveland New Music Associates and Ensemble 
Sospeso in New York. Pat can also be heard performing 
regularly with the Brazilian ensembles Brasamba and Batucada 
do Norte (of which he is the co-founder and co-director), 
the world music group Music Mundial and the improvisation 
ensemble AntiGravity. He is currently on the faculty of the 
University of Wisconsin-River Falls.
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US-based New Zealand pianist Nicola Melville has been 
GHVFULEHG�DV�´KDYLQJ�DQ�RULJLQDO�DQG�LQWHOOLJHQW�PXVLFDO�PLQGµ�
�:DLNDWR�7LPHV���´D�PDUYHORXV�SLDQLVW�ZKR�SOD\V�ZLWK�VSODVK\�
FRORU�EXW�DOVR�H[TXLVLWH�WRQH�DQG�QXDQFHµ��$PHULFDQ�5HFRUG�
*XLGH���DQG�´WKH�VRUW�RI�DGYRFDWH�DQ\�FRPSRVHU�ZRXOG�ORYHµ�
(Dominion Post). Her live performances and recordings have 
been broadcast on Canadian, U.S., New Zealand, South African 
and Chinese radio, and she has been involved in numerous 
LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�SURMHFWV�ZLWK�GDQFHUV��ÀOPPDNHUV�DQG�YLVXDO�
artists, including performances at the Kennedy Center, 
Washington DC, and Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall. Recent 
performances include solo appearances and residencies in 
Chile, New Zealand, Ohio, Florida, Chicago, Vermont and New 
York City, and several collaborations with cellist Jeff Zeigler 
(formerly of the Kronos Quartet), violinist Chris Otto of the JACK quartet, and various members 
of the Minnesota, Detroit, Boston, and Saint Paul Chamber orchestras. Upcoming engagements 
will feature performances in Birka, Sweden, Helsinki, Wyoming, Arizona, Colorado, Oregon, New 
York and a tour of New Zealand. She is also working on a multi-phased recording project with 
WKH�SUROLÀF�1HZ�=HDODQG�8.�FRPSRVHU��&KULVWRSKHU�1RUWRQ��DQG�ZLOO�EH�FUHDWLQJ�QHZ�ZRUNV�ZLWK�
Berlin-based media artist, Mark Coniglio.

Dr. Patti Cudd is active as a percussion soloist, chamber 
musician and educator. In addition to performing with Zeitgeist, 
she teaches percussion and new music studies at the University 
RI�:LVFRQVLQ�5LYHU�)DOOV�DQG�WKH�&ROOHJH�RI�6W��%HQHGLFW�
St. Johns University. Other diverse performing opportunities 
KDYH�LQFOXGHG�6LULXV��UHG�ÀVK�EOXH�ÀVK��&5$6+��WKH�0LQQHVRWD�
Contemporary Ensemble, SONOR, Minnesota Dance Theatre 
and the Borrowed Bones Dance Theater. She received a 
Doctor of Musical Arts in Contemporary Musical Studies at the 
University of California studying with Steven Schick, Masters 
of Music at the State University of New York at Buffalo where 
she worked with Jan Williams, undergraduate studies at the 
University of Wisconsin-River Falls and studied in the soloist 
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Nicola attended Victoria University School of Music, Wellington, where she studied with Judith 
Clark, and then earned Masters and Doctorate degrees from the Eastman School of Music, 
studying with Rebecca Penneys. Nicola won both the National Concerto Competition and the 
Auckland Star Concerto Competition while in New Zealand, and has been a prizewinner in 
several competitions in the U.S., including being the winner of the SAI Concerto Competition at 
the Chautauqua Music Festival. While at Eastman, Nicola was awarded the Lizzie T. Mason prize 
IRU�2XWVWDQGLQJ�*UDGXDWH�3LDQLVW��DQG�WKH�3HUIRUPHU·V�&HUWLÀFDWH��6KH�KDV�ZRQ�JUDQWV�IURP�VXFK�
organizations as Meet the Composer, Creative New Zealand, the Argosy Fund for Contemporary 
Music, and the Jerome Composers Commissioning Program for the commissioning and 
performance of new music. Nicola has recorded for the Innova and Equilibrium labels, including 
D�&'�RI�WKLUWHHQ�QHZ�VROR�SLHFHV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�KHU��HQWLWOHG�´0HOYLOOH·V�'R]HQ�µ�1LFROD�LV�$VVRFLDWH�
Professor at Carleton College, Minnesota, where she heads the piano and chamber music 
programs, and is Artistic Co-Director of the Chautauqua Music Festival Piano Program in New 
York.

13
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noexit Personnel

Violinist�&DUD�7ZHHG·V�SOD\LQJ�KDV�EHHQ�GHVFULEHG�DV�´GD]]OLQJµ�DQG�´FDSWLYDWLQJµ��ÀQGLQJ�
´QXDQFH�DQG�FKDUDFWHU�LQ�HYHU\�SDUW�RI�WKH�SKUDVHµ��$V�D�PXVLFLDQ��VKH�HPEUDFHV�WKH�FODVVLFDO�
canon but eagerly explores new music that spans a variety of genres. Cara is a founding member 
of the Cleveland based chamber groups noexit and Almeda Trio and has performed in concert 
halls throughout the United States and abroad.

After throwing a tantrum in a toy store because her mother would not buy her a Mickey Mouse 
YLROLQ��&DUD�EHJDQ�VWXG\LQJ�WKH�YLROLQ�DW�DJH�ÀYH�DW�7KH�&OHYHODQG�,QVWLWXWH�RI�0XVLF·V�6DWR�
Center for Suzuki Studies. She holds degrees in violin performance from The Cleveland Institute 
of Music and Cleveland State University and counts David Updegraff and Paul Kantor among her 
PRVW�LQÁXHQWLDO�WHDFKHUV�

&DUD�ZDV�WKH�SULQFLSDO�VHFRQG�YLROLQLVW�RI�WKH�2SHUD�&OHYHODQG�2UFKHVWUD�IURP�����������DQG�
has been a member of The Canton Symphony, City Music Cleveland, red {an orchestra} and 
the Spoleto USA festival orchestra. She has performed as a violin soloist with The Cleveland 
3KLOKDUPRQLF��&OHYHODQG�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�2UFKHVWUD��7KH�0DULRQ�3KLOKDUPRQLF�DQG�&OHYHODQG·V�
Suburban Symphony.

An avid educator, Cara has maintained a private violin studio for over ten years. She has been on 
the faculty of Cleveland State University, The Aurora School of Music and The Music Settlement. 
Currently, Cara teaches at Laurel School in Shaker Heights, where she directs their Music 
Academy. Cara also enjoys conducting and coaching chamber music and has given Master 
Classes throughout the United States.

Cara lives in Cleveland Heights with her husband, Cellist Nicholas Diodore, and their young 
sons.                 
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Violist James Rhodes is a sought after performer and music educator. He has performed in 
concerts throughout the United States and Europe. He has studied with teachers Dr. David 
Dalton (BYU), Dr. Minor Wetzel (Los Angeles Philharmonic), and Mark Jackobs (Cleveland 
2UFKHVWUD��&OHYHODQG�,QVWLWXWH�RI�0XVLF���+H�KROGV�D�EDFKHORU·V�GHJUHH�IURP�&DO�6WDWH�)XOOHUWRQ��
DQG�D�PDVWHU·V�GHJUHH�LQ�YLROD�SHUIRUPDQFH�IURP�WKH�&OHYHODQG�,QVWLWXWH�RI�0XVLF��:KLOH�
attending CIM, James received his Suzuki training with Kimberly Meier-Sims. He currently 
preforms as a freelance violist and as a member of the Cleveland based BlueWater Chamber 
2UFKHVWUD��DQG�1R([LW��&OHYHODQG·V�SUHPLHU�QHZ�PXVLF�HQVHPEOH��-DPHV�LV�D�FR�IRXQGHU�RI�
DadBand, a two-viola two-cello crossover string quartet. As a music educator, James has served 
on the faculty of Timberline Middle School in Alpine, Utah where he directed the orchestra 
program and he has also been a faculty member of The Cleveland Music School Settlement 
ZKHUH�KH�WDXJKW�YLROD�YLROLQ��DQG�GLUHFWHG�\RXWK�RUFKHVWUDV��+H�FXUUHQWO\�LV�WKH�PXVLF�GLUHFWRU�
at Hudson Montessori School in Hudson, Ohio where he directs the Conservatory of Music, 
teaches Suzuki viola and violin, directs ensembles, coaches chamber music, and teaches 
FODVVURRP�PXVLF�WR�VWXGHQWV�DJHV�������+H�LV�WKH�FR�IRXQGHU�RI�WKH�:HVWHUQ�5HVHUYH�&KDPEHU�
Festival, also located in Hudson, Ohio. James enjoys sports, the outdoors, history, and spending 
time with his wife Carrie, and their four children Rebecca, James, David, and Isaac.
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Cellist Nicholas Diodore was born in Marion, Indiana to a musical family and quickly established 
a reputation as a very talented cellist. He won several competitions and was the recipient of 
many awards before attending high school. He received his early musical instruction from 
Geoffrey Lapin of the Indianapolis Symphony.

Mr. Diodore attended high school at Interlochen Arts Academy in Michigan. There, as a 
student of Crispin Campbell, he excelled in the study of 20th century compositions as well as in 
chamber music. During the time he spent there, Mr. Diodore was a prize winner at the Fischoff 
International Chamber Music competition and the Grand Prize winner of the Downbeat Magazine 
Chamber Music Competition. He graduated in 1995 with the highest honors in both music and 
academics. In 1996 Mr. Diodore attended the Cleveland Institute of Music where he was a 
student of Alan Harris. While at CIM he also studied with Merry Peckham of the Cavani Quartet 
and with Richard Weiss, assistant principle cellist of the Cleveland Orchestra. He performed in 
the master-classes of Paul Katz and Gary Hoffman.

Mr. Diodore participated in several well-known summer music festivals. He was one of the 
youngest participants in the Quartet Program at Bucknell University. From 1996 to 1999 he 
spent his summers at the Aspen Music Festival where he held third chair in the Aspen Chamber 
Orchestra. In 2000 and 2001 he was accepted to participate in the Cayman Islands Music 
Festival. Currently Mr. Diodore holds a faculty position at the Aurora School of Music and the 
Cleveland Music School Settlement. In addition to maintaining a large private studio his duties 
include regular performances of solo and chamber music. He also serves on the board of 
directors of the Cleveland Cello Society.
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3LDQLVW�FRPSRVHU�Nicholas Underhill holds a Masters Degree in Piano from the New England 
Conservatory of Music. His teachers include Konrad Wolff, Katja Andy, Edmund Battersby and 
Russell Sherman. Well known in Boston, New York City and Cleveland as a champion of new 
music for the piano, he has performed solo recitals in Carnegie Recital Hall, Weill Recital Hall 
and Merkin Concert Hall. He was featured in the prestigious Dame Myra Hess Memorial concerts 
in Chicago in 1991. His collaborative recitals include programs with his wife, Mary Kay Fink. He 
has taught piano at Mount Union College and Hiram College, and has performed on numerous 
occasions with the Cleveland Ballet Orchestra, the Cleveland Chamber Symphony and  the 
Cleveland Chamber Collective.

$V�D�FRPSRVHU��8QGHUKLOO·V�PXVLF�KDV�EHHQ�SHUIRUPHG�E\�WKH�&OHYHODQG�2UFKHVWUD��WKH�2KLR�
Music Teachers Association, The Fortnightly Musical Club, The Cleveland Flute Society, The 
Gramercy Trio, Cleveland Orchestra players Mary Kay Fink, Takako Masame, Lisa Boyko, 
Richard King, and pianist Randall Hodgkinson.
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Flutist Sean Gabriel earned performance degrees from the Baldwin Wallace Conservatory of 
Music and the Indiana University School of Music, his principal teachers being William Hebert 
and James Pellerite. Sean began his performing career in the 1980s with the Ohio Chamber 
2UFKHVWUD�DQG�WKH�&OHYHODQG�%DOOHW�2UFKHVWUD��&XUUHQWO\��0U��*DEULHO�LV�WKH�SULQFLSDO�ÁXWLVW�RI�WKH�
Blue Water Chamber Orchestra and the Cleveland Chamber Symphony. With the latter group, 
Mr. Gabriel has participated in dozens of world-premiere performances and recordings including 
D�*UDPP\�$ZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�UHFRUGLQJ�RI�2OLYLHU�0HVVLDHQ·V�2LVHDX[�([RWLTXHV�IHDWXULQJ�SLDQLVW��
$QJHOLQ�&KDQJ��0U��*DEULHO�DOVR�UHFRUGHG�IRXQGLQJ�PXVLF�GLUHFWRU��(GZLQ�/RQGRQ·V�ZRUN�HQWLWOHG�
Scenes for Flute and Orchestra. Other composers that have written works for Sean Gabriel 
LQFOXGH���0DWWKHZ�*UHHQEDXP��(ULF�=LROHN��-LQJ-LQJ�/XR��/RULV�&KREDQLDQ�DQG�*UHJ�'·$OHVVLR��
Sean is proud to be a member of the No Exit ensemble, furthering the promotion of new music in 
the Cleveland area and beyond. 

Mr. Gabriel serves on the music faculties of the Baldwin Wallace Conservatory and the Cleveland 
State University, where he is a frequent recitalist in both solo and chamber music programs 
DQG�KDV�EHHQ�D�VRORLVW�ZLWK�ERWK�XQLYHUVLW\·V�PDMRU�HQVHPEOHV��+H�HQMR\V�EULQJLQJ�UDUHO\�KHDUG�
repertoire to the concert stage and has been an eager supporter of local composers in premiering 
new works.

Along with his interest in contemporary music, Sean Gabriel has been an active performer of 
early music, having a long time association with the Baldwin Wallace University Bach Festivals 
and Riemenschneider Bach Institute, where he has presented a series of recitals featuring the 
FRPSOHWH�ÁXWH�VRQDWDV�RI�-�6��%DFK��0U��*DEULHO�LV�DOVR�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�0DXG�3RZHOO�6RFLHW\�IRU�
Music Education and has given lectures on music history at Cleveland-area high schools. 

Sean Gabriel has been a member of the Erie Philharmonic Orchestra for over two decades 
DQG�VHUYHG�DV�SULQFLSDO�ÁXWH�RI�WKH�2SHUD�&OHYHODQG�2UFKHVWUD�IURP������WR�������+H�KDV�DOVR�
performed with the Akron Symphony, Lyric Opera Cleveland and Cleveland Pops Orchestra. 
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Clarinetist Gunnar Owen Hirthe, a Wisconsin native is an active performer of contemporary 
and classical clarinet music. As clarinet soloist for the noexit New Music Ensemble, he regularly 
premiers new works for solo clarinet and chamber ensemble by local and internationally 
acclaimed composers. Gunnar is also Adjunct Instructor of Clarinet at the College of Wooster in 
Ohio, where he maintains a studio of both music education and non-music majors, and just had 
WKH�SULYLOHJH�RI�SHUIRUPLQJ�6FRWW�0F$OOLVWHU·V�X Concerto for Clarinet, Strings & Piano (1996) with 
the Wooster Symphony Orchestra.

Gunnar has had the privilege to perform with professional chamber, wind, orchestral and faculty 
ensembles throughout the Midwest; with Arlo Guthrie at Carnegie Hall in New York; with Andrea 
Bocelli and the Cleveland Pops; and to collaborate with such contemporary classical composers 
DV��.HLWK�)LWFK��$QGUHZ�5LQGÁHLVFK��'DYLG�/DQJ��6WHYHQ�6WXFN\��6HDQ�6KHSKHUG��1LOV�9LJHOXQG��
0LFKDHO�4XHOO��*UHJ�'·$OOHVLR��.LHUDQ�0F0LOODQ��$P\�:LOOLDPV��5RJHU�=DKDE��0LNHO�.XHKQ��-RKQ�
McCowen, Hong-Da Chin, Christopher Goddard, Christopher Stark and Dai Fujikura (to name 
a few).  He was also a soloist with the Green Bay Youth Symphony, The Ohio State University 
Symphony Orchestra in Columbus, the Suburban Symphony Orchestra in Cleveland, and the 
Pittsburgh New Music Ensemble.

A doctoral candidate at Bowling Green State University's Doctoral Program in Contemporary 
Music under the mentorship of Mr. Kevin W. Schempf, Gunnar is currently working on his 
dissertation titled Identity in the Clarinet Music of Michael Finnissy and Evan Ziporyn. This 
research aims to bring further understanding to the world of music inspired by cultures other 
than what we experience in the Western art music tradition and what these intersections mean to 
WKHVH�FRPSRVHUV��WKH�SHUIRUPHU�DQG�WKHLU�DXGLHQFHV��%*68·V�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�GRFWRUDO�SURJUDP�LV�
focused on the artistic specialization of music from the 20th and 21st centuries from traditional to 
experimental and avant-garde to electronic.

Gunnar has taught individuals from beginners to retirees and music students from elementary to 



college.  During his time at the Cleveland Institute of Music, he performed and taught individual 
and group lessons via high-def internet connection to various venues throughout the United 
States as part of their nationally recognized Distance Learning Program.  While at The Ohio State 
and Bowling Green State Universities, Gunnar was a teaching assistant for the clarinet studios, 
teaching applied clarinet to music majors and non-majors of all levels and coaching woodwind 
chamber ensembles. He spent much of his doctorate as a teaching assistant for Exploring Music: 
A Social Experience, where the focus centers on connecting non-musicians with the sounds 
and music they encounter everyday and providing a perspective to understand music in a social 
context both historically and currently.

+H�KDV�HDUQHG�%DFKHORU·V�'HJUHHV�LQ�0XVLF�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�3HUIRUPDQFH�IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
.HQWXFN\�ZLWK�'U��6FRWW�-��:ULJKW��D�0DVWHU·V�'HJUHH�LQ�0XVLF�3HUIRUPDQFH�IURP�7KH�2KLR�6WDWH�
University with Mr. James M. Pyne; and has a Professional Studies Diploma from the Cleveland 
Institute of Music where he studied with world-renowned clarinetist and former Principal 
Clarinetist of the Cleveland Orchestra, Mr. Franklin Cohen.

20
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Percussionist Luke Rinderknecht has performed as percussion soloist with The Cleveland 
2UFKHVWUD��3DXO�&UHVWRQ·V�&RQFHUWR�IRU�0DULPED���&LW\0XVLF�&OHYHODQG��$YQHU�'RUPDQ·V�Uzu and 
Muzu from Kakaruzu���DQG�WKH�&OHYHODQG�<RXWK�:LQG�6\PSKRQ\��-DPHV�%DVWD·V�&RQFHUWR�IRU�
Marimba). Equally at home in chamber music and orchestral settings, he has premiered dozens 
of new works with the New Juilliard Ensemble, Metropolis Ensemble, and in recital. He was 
UHFHQWO\�DSSRLQWHG�SULQFLSDO�SHUFXVVLRQ�RI�&LW\0XVLF�DQG�LV�H[FLWHG�WR�MRLQ�QRH[LW��&OHYHODQG·V�QHZ�
music ensemble. Last season he appeared with Alarm Will Sound, Ensemble ACJW, Metropolis 
Ensemble, Glank, the Cleveland Orchestra, the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, and the West 
Virginia Symphony. In previous seasons he has also appeared with the Metropolitan Opera, Qatar 
Philharmonic, Dirty Projectors, Festival Chamber Music, St. Luke·V�&KDPEHU�2UFKHVWUD��9LUJLQLD�
6\PSKRQ\��DQG�LQ�WKH�SLW�RI�%URDGZD\·V�Legally Blonde. 

He can be heard with The Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra on their double Grammy award-winning 
UHFRUGLQJ�RI�-RKQ�&RULJOLDQR·V�Mr. Tambourine Man, as well as with The Knights on three albums 
from Sony Classical. He completed Bachelor and Master of Music degrees at Juilliard, where he 
studied with Daniel Druckman, Gordon Gottlieb, and Greg Zuber, and received the Peter Mennin 
Prize for outstanding achievement and leadership in music. In the summers he is a faculty artist 
at the Bowdoin International Music Festival in Brunswick, Maine, and has also performed at the 
Marlboro, Castleton, Verbier, Barbican Blaze, BBC Proms, and Seoul Drum festivals. Luke grew 
up in Shaker Heights and is delighted to call the Lomond neighborhood home once again. 
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$UWLVWLF�GLUHFWRU�FRPSRVHU�DQG�Cleveland native, Timothy Beyer creates music imbued with an 
expressive and singular voice. Tim has been active as both a composer and performer in an 
eclectic range of musical mediums. He has composed for a variety of concert music genres, has 
VFRUHG�IRU�ÀOP��GDQFH��DQG�KDV�SURGXFHG�PDQ\�ZRUNV�LQ�WKH�HOHFWURQLF�PXVLF�LGLRP��0XFK�RI�
7LP·V�HDUO\�DFFODLP�FDPH�IURP�KLV�LQYHQWLYH�XVH�RI�QDUUDWLYH�LQ�KLV�HOHFWURQLF�FRPSRVLWLRQV��DQG�
WKLV�VDPH�VHQVLELOLW\�SHUYDGHV�KLV�FRQFHUW�PXVLF�ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�GHVFULEHG�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�´���
IRXQG�RQO\�LQ�RXU�GUHDPV��RU�QLJKWPDUHV«µ�(The Washington Post). 

Early in his career, Tim spent his time as a touring musician, most notably as a founding member, 
composer and trombonist for the group Pressure Drop. 7LP·V�PXVLF�KDV�EHHQ�SHUIRUPHG�
throughout the U.S. and Europe by a variety of soloists and ensembles. He is currently working 
RQ�VHYHUDO�UHFRUGLQJ�SURMHFWV�LQFOXGLQJ�D�YRFDO�HOHFWURQLF�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�FRPSRVHU�$QGUHZ�
5LQGÁHLVFK��D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�KLV�ZRUNV�ZULWWHQ�IRU�WKH�0LQQHVRWD�EDVHG�HQVHPEOH�=HLWJHLVW�DQG�D�
&'�IHDWXULQJ�KLV�¶DPSXWDWH·�VHULHV�RI�HOHFWURDFRXVWLF�FRPSRVLWLRQV��WKH�ÀUVW�IRXU�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�
FUHDWHG�IRU�FHOOLVW�'DYLG�5XVVHOO��ÁXWLVW�&DUOWRQ�9LFNHUV��SLDQLVW�-HQQ\�/LQ�DQG�YLROLQLVW�+DVVH�
Borup. 

7LP�DOVR�ZULWHV�FKLOGUHQ·V�ERRNV�LQFOXGLQJ�D�UHWHOOLQJ�RI�Dante�$OLJKLHUL·V Inferno for ages 6+ 
and the history-based storybook Der sehr ungezogene Junge. His most recent effort, Bat and 
Squirrel, is due to be released in 2022. 
 
´«DV�PXFK�SRHWU\�DV�LW�ZDV�PXVLF�µ
-The Washington Post

“...tones that sounded like the authentic vocalizations of a spirit, gurgling unintelligibly from the other side...
shifting textures as the excellent upper strings created the sonic equivalent of a halo, or perhaps more 
threatening aura...”
-Cleveland Classical
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$VVRFLDWH�GLUHFWRU�FRPSRVHU�James Praznik is a composer, conductor, and pianist whose work 
has garnered acclaim among his peers as well as audiences. As a composer of highly expressive 
music, James has composed music for concerts, stage productions and commercial videogames. 
+H�KDV�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�,QWHUORFKHQ�&RPSRVHU·V�,QVWLWXWH�DQG�WKH�&OHYHODQG�6WDWH�&RPSRVHU·V�
Recording Institute, and received honors such as the University of Akron Outstanding Composer 
Award on two occasions the University of Akron Outstanding Pianist Award, and the Bain Murray 
Award for Music.

-DPHV�KDV�EHHQ�D�JXHVW�FRPSRVHU��DUUDQJHU��SLDQLVW�DQG�FRQGXFWRU�IRU�WKH�´0RQVWHUSLDQRV�µ�
concerts in Akron, Ohio, and through the Cleveland Contemporary Players workshops he 
UHFHLYHG�UHFRUGLQJV�RI�KLV�SLHFHV�PDGH�E\�VRPH�RI�WRGD\·V�OHDGLQJ�YLUWXRVL��+H�KDV�EHHQ�
FRPPLVVLRQHG�E\�WKH�QHZ�PXVLF�HQVHPEOH�´noexitµ��DQG�1$6$�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�&OHYHODQG�
Ingenuity Festival.  His music has been performed at E.J. Thomas Hall, Cleveland State 
University, The University of Akron, The Cleveland Museum of Contemporary Art, The Cleveland 
Ingenuity Festival, Brandeis University and Wellesley College. As a pianist and a proponent of 
RWKHU�FRPSRVHUV·�PXVLF��-DPHV�KDV�SHUIRUPHG�RQ�7KH�2KLR�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�QHZ�PXVLF�FRQFHUWV��
WKH�.HQWXFN\�1HZ�0XVLF�)HVWLYDO�HOHFWURɅDFRXVWLF�FRQFHUWV��DQG�DV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�$NURQ�1HZ�
0XVLF�(QVHPEOH��+H�LV�DQ�DVVRFLDWH�GLUHFWRU�RI�´noexitµ��D�&OHYHODQG�EDVHG�QHZ�PXVLF�HQVHPEOH��
DQG�LV�DQ�RULJLQDO�PHPEHU�RI�´'XR�$SSUR[LPDWHµ��D�JURXS�WKDW�SHUIRUPV�OLYH�VRXQGWUDFNV�WR�VLOHQW�
ÀOPV��5HFHQWO\�-DPHV�FUHDWHG�VRXQG�HIIHFWV�IRU�WKH�ÀOP�´6KRFNZDYHVµ�E\�PHGLD�DUWLVW�.DVXPL�

+H�KROGV�D�EDFKHORU·V�GHJUHH�LQ�FRPSRVLWLRQ�DQG�WKHRU\�IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$NURQ�ZKHUH�KH�
studied compostion with Daniel McCarthy and Nikola Resanovic (as well as piano under Philip 
7KRPVRQ����DQG�KDV�UHFHQWO\�UHFHLYHG�D�PDVWHU·V�GHJUHH�LQ�FRPSRVLWLRQ�DW�&OHYHODQG�6WDWH�
8QLYHUVLW\�ZKHUH�KH�VWXGLHG�ZLWK�$QGUHZ�5LQGÁHLVFK�DQG�*UHJ�'·$OHVVLR��&XUUHQWO\�-DPHV�LV�
aPhD canidate at Brandeis University where he studies with Eric Chasalow, David Rakowski and 
Yu-Hui Chang.



Art director Edwin Wade an ohio native is a modernist printmaker and painter. Edwin designs 
all the print and web materials and is responsible for the visual aesthetic of noexit. An avid Mid-
&HQWXU\�0RGHUQ�FROOHFWRU��(GZLQ·V�ZRUN�KDV�EHHQ�IHDWXUHG�RQ�+*79·V�'HVLJQ�6WDU�DQG�1%&·V�
Extreme Home Builders.

His work can be found on Etsy, Minted and Just Modern Home Decor in Palm Springs, CA

KWWSV���ZZZ�HWV\�FRP�VKRS�(GZLQ:DGH

Lorem ipsum20% off prints and original works
24



25

Act one begins

... WITH INVESTMENT BY CUYAHOGA ARTS & CULTURE

Cuyahoga Arts & Culture (CAC) uses public dollars 
approved by you to bring arts and culture to every 
corner of our County. From grade schools to senior 
centers to large public events and investments to 
small neighborhood art projects and educational 
outreach, we are leveraging your investment for  
everyone to experience.

Visit cacgrants.org/impact to learn more.

Your Investment:  
Strengthening Community

Beck Center for the Arts
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noexitnewmusic.com noexitnewmusic

7KH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�OHW�XV�NQRZ�WKDW�\RX�OLNH�ZKDW�ZH·UH�GRLQJ
 is with your generous support.

noexit is a 501(c)(3) organization so any donation that you make is tax deductible.

Please visit our website to donate and stay informed

All NoExit ensemble and individual photographs are courtesy of 
6WHYHQ�0DVWURLDQQL���VWHYHQPDVWURLDQQL�FRP

28

noexit t-shirts
,QWURGXFLQJ�RXU�QHZ�WVKLUW�ZLWK�YLVXDOV�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�WKH�%DXKDXV�DQG�LPDJHU\�IURP�&OHYHODQG
V�

history. Get yours while they last. 

new 2021design

vintage 2018 design

vintage 2018 design
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ubin (b.1983)Upcoming Events

NoExit Is Back Online!

NoExit�LV�NLFNLQJ�RII�WKHLU���WK�FRQFHUW�VHDVRQ�ZLWK�DQ�RQOLQH�FRQFHUW�SURGXFWLRQ�LQIXVHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�
signature visual style. The ensemble will be joined by frequent collaborators Shuai Wang, performing 
6WHSKHQ�'HPEVNL·V�H[TXLVLWH�DQG�SRZHUIXO�VROR�SLDQR�ZRUN�$OWD��DQG�=HLWJHLVW�SUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�
premiere of Primary Call, a new piece by composer Nasim Khorassani. Completing the program, No 
Exit ZLOO�SHUIRUP�3HU�1RUJDDUG·V�KDXQWLQJ�DQG�DOO�WRR�WLPHO\�1LJKW�'HVFHQGLQJ�ZULWWHQ�IRU�VWULQJ�TXDUWHW�
and featuring special guest violinist Mari Sato. Join us for this unique online concert experience! 

NoExit Presents: Ensemble Court-Circuit

As part of the NoExit Presents 2022-23 music series, the acclaimed French new music ensemble Court 
Circuit will make their Ohio debut with concerts at Kent State University and SPACES. The ensemble 
will perform works by Anthony Cheung, David Felder, Violeta Cruz, Sky Macklay, David Hudry and 
3KLOLSSH�/HURX[��'RQ·W�PLVV�WKLV�XQLTXH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VHH�RQH�RI�(XURSH·V�JUHDW�QHZ�PXVLF�HQVHPEOHV� 

.HQW�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\���)ULGD\��2FWREHU����DW������SP
63$&(6���6DWXUGD\���2FWREHU����DW������SP

NoExit Presents: Pianist Jenny Lin – Celebrating Philip Glass @ 85 

In partnership with the Kent Keyboard Series, NoExit is thrilled to present an evening of solo piano 
music featuring the incomparable Jenny Lin. Jenny will perform a program celebrating the 85th 
ELUWKGD\� RI�$PHULFDQ� PXVLFDO� OXPLQDU\� 3KLOLS� *ODVV�� KLJKOLJKWLQJ� VRPH� RI� *ODVV·V� PRVW� UHFHQW�
works such as Mad Rush, Piano Etudes, selections from Candyman and the Cleveland premiere 
RI�3DVVDFDJOLD��'RQ·W�PLVV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�HOHFWULI\LQJ�SHUIRUPHUV�RQ�WKH�QHZ�PXVLF�VFHQH�WRGD\�

Adult tickets are $10. Free admission for those under 18 years of age.

.HQW�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\���6XQGD\��2FWREHU����DW������SP

No Exit Presents: The Genkin Philharmonic 

No Exit is thrilled to bring to Cleveland one of the most unusual, exciting, genre-defying and 



30

NoExit Presents: The Genkin Philharmonic 

NoExit is thrilled to bring to Cleveland one of the most unusual, exciting, genre-defying and 
XWWHUO\�VLQJXODU�JURXSV�WKDW�ZH·YH�HYHU�SUHVHQWHG��WKH�*HQNLQ�3KLOKDUPRQLF��:LWK�DQ�H\H�WRZDUGV�
experimentation and the unconventional, Genkin is equal parts jazz, art music, and avant-gardism. 
Always expect the unexpected when the Genkin Philharmonic takes the stage. Their program will 
LQFOXGH�WKH�D�IUHVK�WDNH�RQ�ZRUNV�E\�7RP�3LHUVRQ��6HUJH�3URNRÀHY��6\OYHVWHU�6WHZDUW��=DQH�0HUULW��
&XUWLV�0D\ÀHOG��)UDQN�=DSSD��&DUROLQH�0DOORQHH��%HOD�%DUWRN�� ,JRU�6WUDYLQVN\��&DUOR�*HVXDOGR��
Yes, Radiohead, King Crimson, David Sanford Don Van Viliet and Jimmy Hendrix, among others.

7KH�%RS�6WRS���)ULGD\��1RYHPEHU���DW������SP

New Works

NoExit will be performing brand new world premiere works by David Glaser, Frank Wiley and 
Max Friedman. Also included on the program will be music by Henry Cowell and Vladislav Kubik. 

Featuring special guest, pianist Shuai Wang. 

3UD[LV�)LEHU�:RUNVKRS���7KXUVGD\���'HFHPEHU���DW������30
63$&(6����6DWXUGD\��'HFHPEHU���DW������30

.HQW�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\���)ULGD\��'HFHPEHU���DW������30

NoExit And Zeitgeist: Here And There

Once again NoExit and the Saint Paul, Minnesota-Based  new music ensemble Zeitgeist will be 
performing a collaborative series of concerts in Northeast Ohio. World premiere music by Philip 
Blackburn, Jonathan Posthuma and Luis Daniel Jiménez Rojas among others.  Featuring special 

guest, pianist Rob Kovacs. 
 

&OHYHODQG�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\���7KXUVGD\��)HEUXDU\���DW������SP
63$&(6���)ULGD\��)HEUXDU\���DW������SP

+HLJKWV�$UWV���6DWXUGD\��)HEUXDU\���DW������SP

1R�([LW�3UHVHQWV��1HZ�0XVLF�+DUSLVW�6WHSKDQ�+DOXVND
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NoExit Presents: New Music Harpist Stephan Haluska

Experimental harpist Stephan Haluska will take the stage for two events which are assured to 
inform, challenges and delight. Join Stephan at Apple Tree Books as he will speak, demonstrate, 
answer questions and of course perform. On the following evening, Stephan will be in concert at 

SPACES, presenting his adventurous forays into the 21st century harp.

$SSOH�7UHH�%RRNV���)ULGD\��0DUFK���DW������30�
63$&(6���6DWXUGD\��0DUFK���DW������SP

More New Works!

NoExit is  to present new works from some extraordinary young composers. World premiere pieces 
by Chris Neiner, Victoria Cheah and Robert Honstein. Recent works by Zihan Wu and Hannah 

Kendall. Featuring special guests Shuai Wang, Mari Sato and vocalist Lauren Eberwein.

+HLJKWV�$UWV���6DWXUGD\��$SULO���DW������SP
.HQW�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\���6DWXUGD\��$SULO����DW������SP

More dates to be announced 

0D\�&RQFHUW�6HULHV��%HVW�2I�7KH�6HDVRQ

NoExit will perform an end of the season concert series which will highlight some of the best and 
PRVW�EHJXLOLQJ�PXVLF�IURP�WKH�HQVHPEOH·V�����������VHDVRQ�

Valley Arts - Saturday, May 6
Waterloo Arts - Friday, May 12

Heights Arts - Saturday, May 13

NoExit Presents: And/play - Translucent Harmonies

'RQ·W�PLVV�WKLV�FDSWLYDWLQJ�YLUWXRVLF�GXR���0D\D�%HQQDUGR�DQG�+DQQDK�/HYLQVRQ��DV�WKH\�SUHVHQW�
Translucent Harmonies,  an evening-length  program which  allows listeners to deeply immerse 

themselves in sound, silence, and resonance.

63$&(6���7KXUVGD\��0D\����DW������SP

$OO�HYHQWV�DUH�IUHH�DQG�RSHQ�WR�WKH�SXEOLF�XQOHVV�VSHFLÀFDOO\�QRWHG�RWKHUZLVH��)RU�WKH�VDIHW\�
RI�DOO�SUHVHQW��PDVNV�DUH�UHFRPPHQGHG��3OHDVH�FKHFN�ZLWK� WKH�YHQXH� WR�ÀQG�WKHLU�&RYLG�

VDIHW\�SROLFLHV�
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noexit would like to thank

2XU�IDQV�DQG�VXSSRUWHUV

&X\DKRJD�$UWV�DQG�&XOWXUH��7KH�$PSKLRQ�)RXQGDWLRQ�DQG�7KH�%DVFRP�/LWWOH�
)XQG�IRU�WKHLU�JHQHURXV�VXSSRUW�ZKLFK�KHOSHG�PDNH�WKLV�FRQFHUW�VHULHV�SRVVLEOH�
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